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1. It is reported that a meeting took place on 14 Aupust 1948 at the Palace of - 
the Peruvian President to confer on measures to be taken to implement the 
Constituent Assembly Deeree of 6 August. The following persons tool part in . 
the discussions: President Bustanante, ex-President Manuel Prado, Victor 
Andres Belaunde, Jorge Basarde, Carlos Echecopar Garcie » Luis Miro Quesada, 
and Dionedes Arias Schreiber. 


2. Discussion centered around the composition of the Constituent issembly. Ail 
| of those prosent, except Miro Quesada, apreed that there would hve to 

be some sort. of popular elections at some point. All, however, agreed with 
Manuel Prado, who led the meeting in the role of senior statesman, that 

unless the Assembly were rigged, Peru might expect 30 years of Avrista rele. 


. 3. President Bustamante, who streased his role of "listener" at the neeting, 
expressed his personal opinion that, as he read the Constitution, it world be 
possible to elect the Senators by "gremtos" and that the Senate could be 
augmented in that mamner. In his opinion, however, the future deputies would 
have to be elected in popular elections. 


4. It was the consensus of the conferees that these slections sho Id be held 
province by province, starting with those provinces in which APRA hes tha 
least strength. In this manner they hope to be able to buiid up what will apnear 
to be a crowing popular wave of anti-Aprista-votes. 


3- With the exception of the President and Basadre, everyone at the neeting 
agreed that Villegas as Minister of Government would be incompetent to 
administer this project. Basadre defended Villegas, apparently acting as the 
President's spokesman, 
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